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Cl ass Specifications
for the

VECTOR CONTROL WORKER SERI ES

Series Definition:

Positions in this series supervise and/ or perform bl ue-
collar work in the surveillance and abatenent of vectors such as
rats, nosquitoes, nongooses, and other small animals and insects
whi ch inpair public health and well being by transmtting
di seases such as buboni ¢ plague, |leptospirosis, murine typhus,
art hropod- borne encephalitis, and dengue fever, etc. The vector
control programis responsible for suppressing outbreaks of
potential vector-borne diseases, preventing encroachnment of new
vectors and vector-borne diseases from abroad, and providing
relief to the public from severe vector nui sances.

Typi cal duties include the supervision of and/or performance
in conducting surveys to | ocate vector breeding sources;
selecting and mi xing the correct pesticide fornmulation in
conpliance with | abel and material safety data sheet (MSDS)
directions; preparing baits and setting rodent traps; operating
power and hand equi pnent in applying pesticides in |iquid, gas,
dust or solid form stocking biological control agents (insect
predators, nosquito fish, mcroorgani sns, etc.) to conpl enent
chem cal control wherever applicabl e; naintaining operational
equi pnent, personal protective equi pnent, etc.; and perform ng
manual work such as digging or clearing ditches to free inpounded
wat ers, excavating burrows to elimnate rats, cutting and burning
grass and other foliage or debris, etc., related to the vector
control work.

Such work requires know edge of the basic life cycle,
characteristics and habits of vectors; nethods of pesticides
application; tools and equi prent calibration principles and
procedures; and the ability to select and conduct the proper
surveillance and control neasures foll ow ng standard program
policies and procedures. The work requires strict adherence to
Federal and State guidelines for the use of restricted pesticides
and worker protection standards. These know edge and abilities
are gai ned through formal classroomtraining, on-the-job training
and work experience in a vector control program

Level Distinctions:

Classes in this series are distinguished fromeach other by
di fferences in:

1. The scope, level and conplexity of work assignments invol ved
in planning, selecting and conducting the appropriate vector
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control surveillance and abatenent activities.

2. The breadth of know edge and abilities required to plan,
eval uate, and apply the correct vector control surveill ance
and abatenment activities.

3. The nature and extent of supervisory control exercised over
the work performed which [imts the scope of work, the

i ndependence with which it is perfornmed, and the nature and
finality of decisions.

This is the first specification for the new series VECTOR
CONTROL WORKER |, Il and I11.

Ef fecti ve Date: 7/ 12/ 01

DATE APPROVED: 7/12/01

DAVI S K YOd
Di rector of Human Resources Devel oprent

VECTOR CONTROL WORKER | 9. 160

Cl ass Di sti ngui shers:

Complexity: This is the entry-level class in the series.
Positions in this class receive formal classroomtraining in the
life cycle and habits of vectors, vector control nethods,
pesticide application and calibration procedures. Positions also
performwork as a nenber of a crew to receive on-the-job training
in conducting vector control surveillance and abat enent
activities.

Ful | Performance Know edge and Abilities: (Know edge and
abilities required for full performance in this class.)

Know edge of: Common hand tools such as picks, shovels,
hoes and power equi pnment such as power sprayers; nethods and
techni ques of pesticides application; tools and equi pnent used in
vector control work and their proper maintenance; and safety
practices relating to the vector control program

Ability to: Read, understand and carry out oral and witten
instructions; performsinple arithnmetic conputations including
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addi tion, subtraction, nultiplication and division; conduct
vector control surveillance and abatenent activities in
accordance with standard net hods and procedures; utilize personal
protective equi pnent; learn calibration principles and
procedures; fill out appropriate report forns; perform manual
wor k tasks; operate a light truck; and Iift and carry, with the
assi stance of one other person, containers of nosquito fish

wei ghing up to one hundred twenty (120) pounds.

Supervi sion Received: Positions in this class receive close
supervision froma higher-1level vector control worker as they
learn to performbasic vector control surveillance and abat enent
activities. Supervisory controls are | essened as they progress
and devel op the know edge and abilities to performthe various
wor k tasks.

Exanpl es of Duties: (Positions may not be assigned all of the
duties l1sted, nor do the exanpl es necessarily include all the
duties that nmay be assigned. The omi ssion of specific statenents
does not preclude managenent from assigning such duties if such
duties are a |logical assignnment for the position. The
classification of a position should not be based solely on the
exanpl es of duties perforned.)

1. Attend orientation and training classes to | earn about the
life cycle and habits of vectors, pesticides application
procedures, and calibration of tools and equi pnment.

2. Receive on-the-job-training while working as a nenber of a
crew to conduct surveill ance and abatenent activities.

Assi st in mxing and spraying pesticides.
Assist in calibration of pesticide application equipnent.

Contact property owners for perm ssion to set traps.

o g &~ W

Bait and set traps, and apply rodenticides in fields to
control rodents.

7. Tag rodents with identification information for rodent
st udi es.

8. Repair and nmintain traps.

9. Search for, gas, spray, or dust flea and rodent harborages
and burrows using power punps or manually.

10. Manual ly apply granul ar insecticide.

11. Catch and stock nosquito fish.
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12. Perform m nor nmaintenance such as cleaning pipelines,
adj usting carburetors and repl acing spark plugs of power

punps.

13. Perform manual work such as digging and cl earing ditches,
cutting and burning grass, and cleaning | aboratory prem ses.

14. Operate a light truck to transport personnel, equipnent and
supplies to work sites.

15. May assist in the care of |aboratory ani nmals.

16. Conplete daily formreports of field activities.

VECTOR CONTROL WORKER 1 | 9.161

Cl ass Di sti ngui shers:

Conplexity: This is the fully independent journeyworker
level. Positions in this class independently conduct vector
control surveillance and abatenent activities follow ng standard
nmet hods and procedures. Positions performwork alone in the
field or may performwork as a nenber of a team when hazardous
and unsafe field conditions exist. The work involves the
assessnment of breeding sources for degrees of vermn infestation
and related factors such as terrain, water, plant vegetation,
weat her, and proximty of |ivestock animals and nei ghbori ng
communities; and sel ection of the appropriate vector control
nmeasure, and the safe and correct application of chem cal and/or
bi ol ogi cal control agents.

Ful | Performance Knowl edge and Abilities: (Know edge and
abilities required for full performance in this class.) In
addition to the knowl edge and abilities required of the next
| ower |evel:

Know edge of: Program policies and procedures applicable to
vector control work activities; effectiveness of nethods and
materials in various vector control situations; classification,
function, toxicity, and use of pesticides (e.g., insecticides,
her bi ci des, rodenticides, larvicides, adulticides, etc.);
calibration principles and procedures; habits of rodents and
small mammal s; life cycle of nobsquitoes; and hazards and safety
procedures, practices and precautions applicable to perfornmance
of vector control work.

Ability to: Read and understand pesticide |abels and the
vector control program policies and procedures; calibrate
pestici de applicator equipnent; deal effectively with people; and
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obtain Departnent of Agriculture Certificate for Conmerci al
Applicators of Restricted Pesticides.

Supervision received: Positions in this class receive
general supervision froma higher-|evel vector control worker or
i nspector. They receive a schedule of work (such as spraying or
trapping) to be done and sites to be covered for the day. The
various vector control surveillance and abatenent activities are
performed i ndependently follow ng standard policies and
procedures. Assessment of the site condition is reported to the
supervisor with recommendations for followup treatnment if
necessary. Wrk results are reviewed on a spot check basis.

Exanpl es of Duties: (Positions may not be assigned all of the
duties l1sted, nor do the exanpl es necessarily include all the
duties that nmay be assigned. The omi ssion of specific statenents
does not preclude managenent from assigning such duties if such
duties are a |ogical assignnent for the position. The
classification of a position should not be based solely on the
exanpl es of duties perforned.)

1. Independently contact property owners for perm ssion to
i npl enent vector control neasures.

2. I ndependently conduct surveys to | ocate vector-breeding
sources and to nonitor vector popul ation |evels.

3. Assess breeding sources for the degree of vermn infestation
and related factors such as terrain, water, plant
veget ation, weather, and proximty of l|ivestock animals and
nei ghbori ng communiti es.

4. Select and apply the appropriate vector control measure such
as pesticides (e.g., insecticides, rodenticides, herbicides,
etc.), or biological control agents (e.g., insect predators,
nmosquito fish, mcroorgani sns, etc.).

5. Precisely nmeasure and m x the correct ampunt of pesticides
following | abel and material safety data sheet (MSDS)
di recti ons.

6. Select and use pesticide application equipnent (e.g., power
sprayers, foggers, hand sprayers and hand application
equi pnent) as appropri ate.

7. Independently calibrate pesticide application equipnent.
8. Participate as part of the alien species rapid response team

to prevent encroachnent of new vectors and vector-borne
di seases.
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9. Check all equipnent periodically for safe and proper
functioni ng.

10. Perform m nor mai ntenance on field equipnment such as
cl eani ng pipelines, adjusting carburetors and repl acing
spark plugs of power punps.

11. Perform manual work such as digging and cl earing ditches,
cutting and burning grass, stocking equi pnent and supplies,
and cl eaning | aboratory prem ses.

12. Operate a light truck to transport personnel, equipnent and
suppl i es.

13. May assist in the care of |aboratory animals. Conplete
daily formreports of field activities.

14. May assist in on-the-job training of |ower |evel Vector
Control Worker 1°’s.

VECTOR CONTROL WORKER 111 9.162

Cl ass Di sti ngui shers:

Conmpl exity: This class represents the working supervisor in
the series. Positions in this class supervise and participate in
the work of a crew engaged in the performance of vector control
surveillance and abatenment activities. They are responsible for
organi zi ng, scheduling and reviewi ng the work of subordinate
Vector Control Worker Ils; providing on-the-job training;
eval uati ng vector control and abatenent efforts; calibrating and
mai ntai ning tools and equi pnent; and participating in vector
control activities.

Ful | Performance Knowl edge and Abilities: (Know edge and
abilities required for full performance in this class.) In
addition to the knowl edge and abilities required of the next
| ower |evel:

Know edge of: Principles and practices of supervision.

Ability to: Supervise a crew of vector control workers;
eval uate the effectiveness of vector control and abatenent
activities; and keep sinple records and prepare sinple reports.

Supervi sion received: Positions receive general supervision
froma higher-Tevel vector control work supervisor or inspector.
They are assigned sites within a specific geographic area to
nmonitor and treat on a regularly schedul ed basis. |In addition,
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they are given daily assignnments and nust respond to work orders
stemm ng from conpl aints of pest infestations fromthe public and
possi bl e or confirnmed epi dem ol ogi cal outbreaks from physi ci ans.
They are given discretion to schedule work as needed and inform

t he supervisor of any sites that are added or deleted fromtheir
wor k schedule. Wrk is evaluated on a spot check basis.

Exanpl es of Duties: (Positions may not be assigned all of the
duties l1sted, nor do the exanpl es necessarily include all the
duties that nmay be assigned. The omi ssion of specific statenents
does not preclude managenent from assigning such duties if such
duties are a |ogical assignnent for the position. The
classification of a position should not be based solely on the
exanpl es of duties perforned.)

1. Plan and organize daily work activities.

2. Oversee the checking for necessary supplies, and the
functionality and calibration of equipnent.

3. Schedul e and assign work to subordi nat es.

4. Provide on-the-job training to | ower |evel subordinates such
as where and how to search for and conduct field activities
to control sites infested with rodents or other vermn;
cal cul ation and preparation of pesticide dosage; and proper
use of personal protective equi prment.

5. Eval uate control and abatenent efforts of subordi nates.

6. Participate in vector control surveillance and abat enent
activities such as m xi ng and sprayi ng pesticides, catching
and rel easing nosquito fish, preparing and baiting traps,
clearing and elim nating rodent harborages, clearing or
di ggi ng drainage ditches to free inpounded waters, etc.

7. Reviewreports of subordinates in regard to the nunber of
rats caught, nunber of traps set, how many traps were
snapped, condition of area treated, and chemi cal treatnent
met hod appl i ed.

8. Conduct field tests on the effectiveness of various
rodentici des, insecticides and other materi al s.

9. May inspect and follow up with property owners for
correction and/or elimnation of unsanitary conditions.

10. Maintain appropriate records and prepare operational
reports.



